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“The Non-neutral Role of the Qatari foreign Policy in the Arab Spring
Stage After 2011”

( Part of a PhD Thesis)

Resercher:
Ahmad Musa Albuhaliga

PhD student at Beirut Arab University, Political Science

Abstract:

The events of the Arab Spring carry complex geostrategic dimensions, where the interests of international powers intersect
in an attempt to change regimes and steer political trajectories in the region. Some believe these events were pre-planned,
with external interventions from international power centers, including the United States. Many of these shifts are attributed
to an American project to contain the Islamic Awakening that began after the 1979 Iranian Revolution, aiming to prevent the
emergence of a "contemporary Islamic state." American strategies evolved from the "Greater Middle East" project, which
relied on military force, to the "Arab Spring," which used soft power and digital diplomacy. Numerous reports suggest that
the United States had planned these changes before 2011, with reform programs starting in 2010, reflecting a significant role
in steering events. The difference between the two projects lies in the approach, where the Arab Spring relied on covert
operations behind the scenes, according to the "leading from behind" principle adopted by President Obama, while the
Greater Middle East used a military approach. This highlights the role of Qatari foreign policy, which took a somewhat
different turn during the Arab Spring, showing solidarity with the uprising Arab peoples and supporting them, as the reader
will discover through the research.

Keywords :Foreign policy, Democracy, Protests, Arab Spiring, Popular revolution, Freedom and justice, And the transitional
phase.
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